
WORLDWIDE SPORT AIKIDO FEDERATION 
 

(A Swiss Voluntary Association, i.e. Verein, to be formed per the legal advice of  
Baer & Karrer AG, Brandschenkestrasse 90, CH-8027 Zurich, Switzerland) 

 
5 August 2015 

 
Dear Tomiki Aikido Friends: 
 
Please find attached for your review and consideration the proposed foundational documents 
for the Worldwide Sport Aikido Federation (“WSAF”) to be established as a voluntary 
organization (verein) under Swiss law and based in Switzerland.  The British Aikido Association 
(BAA), Tomiki Aikido of the Americas (TAA), and Russian Aikido Association (RAA) have equally 
paid the Swiss legal fees for the attached documents. 
 
We are writing to all of our aikido friends around the world to ask for your kind support and 
participation in establishing the WSAF as a global governing body for Tomiki Aikido or, to borrow 
the terminology used by Professor Tomiki himself, Sport Aikido (aikido kyogi).  This offer is 
extended on an equal basis to every national sport aikido organization in the world including, of 
course, all of our friends in Japan at both the Japan Aikido Association (JAA) and the Shodokan 
Aikido Federation (SAF).   
 
We welcome everyone to join the WSAF on an equal basis and to help us finalize our foundational 
documents so as to address any remaining concerns. 
 
Why is it now timely and appropriate for the establishment of the WSAF? 
 
The attached foundational documents of the WSAF answer that question directly: 
 

“The Worldwide Sport Aikido Federation (WSAF) has three key goals: 
 

1. Unified international tournaments and world championships in which all competitors 
feel free to participate regardless of lineage or affiliation; 

2. Under a set of internationally agreed rules of competition for both randori and embu; 
and 

3. Before a panel of fair and independent judges (i.e., the judges and referees are from 
countries outside those of the players to the extent possible). 
 

Sport aikido is a martial art and also a sport, and our goal is to spread sport aikido around 
the world in pursuit of Professor Tomiki’s dream to make sport aikido an Olympic event.” 
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Several events over the past many years provide ample and compelling reasons for establishing 
the WSAF: 
 

a. Tomiki Aikido is a Global Martial Art / Sport.  As Tomiki Sensei ardently hoped and 
planned, Sport Aikido has become a truly global sport / martial art.  Players from around 
the world routinely compete in national and international tournaments every year.  From 
1989 until 2011, Tomiki Aikido practitioners of all affiliations from around the world 
gathered to participate in unified World Championships and seminars. 
 

b. Absence of Effective International Governing Body.  The world of Tomiki Aikido currently 
lacks a fair and effective international governing body, which is absolutely essential for 
Tomiki Aikido to flourish. 
 
TAIN, the Tomiki Aikido International Network, which was established by the old pre-split 
JAA, was a loose network of various national sport aikido associations that failed to keep 
up with the international growth of Tomiki Aikido and the increasing and imperative need 
for fairness and good governance practices. While the JAA’s intentions to spread Tomiki 
Aikido around the world were admirable, they were also overly paternalistic. As a result, 
the JAA (rather than TAIN) dictated the rules for competition and the designation of 
judges / referees in its sole discretion.  More recently, TAIN itself became engulfed in, and 
further marginalized by, the schism between the JAA and the SAF.  To the immense 
consternation of many international players: 
 
 The competition rules were sometimes changed without any approval by TAIN (e.g., 

Kyoto 2009); 
 Qualified judges / referees from countries outside Japan were barred from judging, 

after being told, without prior warning, that they did not meet a set of new, 
unilaterally imposed, referee-training requirements (e.g., Kyoto 2009); 

 The judging procedures that had been followed for many years were changed at 5 
p.m. the night before a tournament (e.g., Kawasaki 2013, when the open and 
transparent flag-system was replaced with a non-transparent 5-judge paper scoring 
system);  

 Little attempt was made to ensure that the judge / referee panels were fair and 
independent, i.e. from countries other than those of the competitors (e.g., many 
tournaments, including Katsuura 1993, Imabari 1997, and Kyoto 2009).   
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Aikido around the world and promote the development of international competition, 
there has been a failure to recognize the means to achieve it. Rather than too much 
ambition, there has been too little. Instead of trying to create an international body 
similar in maturity to the International Judo Federation, the JAA wished TAIN to be a 
consultation group without real power to democratically decide rules, regulations and the 
conduct of international competition.   

 
c. Japan Schism.  The system that Tomiki Sensei and Ohba Sensei devised for the JAA to 

have two equal co-shihan -- which system was specifically confirmed as an historical fact 
at the 2011 TAIN board meeting in London where Mrs. Tomiki and most of the senior 
leadership of the “old” JAA were present – started to disintegrate long before 2011.  The 
friction between the two co-shihan flared into the open at the Osaka World Championship 
in 2001 and grew thereafter.  Over the past 15 years, the situation in Japan became so 
frayed and contentious that unified tournaments between the two groups in Japan 
became impossible because the judges and referees showed blatant favoritism to players 
from their own group.   

 
The JAA fractured completely in May 2012 when Shodokan called for the dissolution of 
the JAA and announced the formation of the Shodokan Aikido Federation.   
 
Since that time, JAA and SAF have been hosting competing and alternative World 
Championships that further dilute and diminish the former unity, cooperation and 
friendship that we enjoyed in the Tomiki Aikido community.  Sadly, our colleagues in 
Japan candidly admit that the two sides in Japan will not get together again until at least 
both co-shihan are retired, and even then a reunification may never happen because of 
the ill will that is likely to linger long after their retirement. 
 
The consequences of this division is a situation that the BAA, a co-signatory of this letter, 
has witnessed in practice to the detriment of the practice of competitive Tomiki Aikido 
within the UK. Long before the JAA split, suspicion and disagreements over what 
constituted authentic Tomiki Aikido led to the ‘Shodokan Division’ withdrawing from the 
BAA. Competitive aikido players, long used to competing and practicing together, began 
to hold entirely separate national competitions. What was inevitably a small pool of active 
competitors became even smaller for both the BAA and the Shodokan Division’s new 
organization Shodokan Aikido UK (SAUK). This loss of competitive vitality has been keenly 
felt on both sides and this year the BAA staged a British Open Competition, where 
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judgement of the event on an equal basis.  
 
Agreeing a common set of rules for both randori and embu, it then becomes possible to 
compete together in friendship without compromising philosophical and technical 
principles. The BAA and SAUK continue to operate separate administrative organization, 
technical curriculum and dan grade regulations and will do so for the foreseeable future. 
As the BAA and SAUK have demonstrated it is still possible to compete together while 
disagreeing on the interpretation of Tomiki Aikido for modern times.  

 
d. Failure to Embrace Diversity and Creativity.  If Tomiki Aikido is to survive and flourish, 

we must embrace diversity and creativity.  Indeed, creativity and diversity are the very 
heart and soul of Tomiki Aikido.   
 
Robert Dziubla, who trained directly under both Tomiki Sensei and Ohba Sensei at 
Waseda and who received his shodan certificate from Tomiki Sensei on July 15, 1972 
(along with his first black belt – as a member of the Waseda Aikido Club) has vivid 
memories of Tomiki Sensei teaching the 3-dan and above Sunday morning seminars at 
the old Kanda YMCA.   
 
Tomiki Sensei would lecture about a given topic and then turn to everyone and kindly say: 
““Jaa, sorede, kenkyuu shite kudasai,” which means, “So then, please go and research 
that.”  He didn’t say practice it, he said research it, for his point remained consistently 
constant: No one can ever understand all there is to know about aikido, so the most we 
can do is to make our best efforts and research endlessly.  Tomiki Sensei taught us the 
core concepts, but after that it was our own individual responsibility to keep refining and 
improving the art…and to see whether our efforts were truly effective by testing them in 
the crucible of competition. 

 
While we understand that several of Tomiki Sensei’s direct students from that era 
profoundly believe that they are upholding his legacy, in much of the rest of the world we 
fail to understand why these arguments should lead to division and rancor. Judo and 
kendo manage a diversity of philosophy, technical interpretation and practice without 
international division. The Aikikai Foundation, after the trauma of Tohei’s departure, now 
recognizes many distinct and creative interpretations of O Sensei’s aikido by his students 
and successors without enforcing conformity.  
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different views rather than offer a vision for Tomiki Aikido’s future. 
 
SAF, April 30, 2012, email to the Tomiki Aikido world: 

 
“Shishida Shihan’s current understanding of the kihon dosa is a radical departure 
from the agreed interpretation; moreover he rejects the atemi waza and kansetsu 
waza no tsukuri, one of the building blocks for developing Aikido ability, as being 
part of the JAA’s official system.  Even though Aikido is “the way of harmony,” we 
disagree on a fundamental level, these alterations cannot be part of the JAA’s 
official system.”  (Emphasis added.) 

 
JAA, May 15, 2015, email letter to the Tomiki Aikido world: 

 
“You will probably continue to receive invitations to join WSAF through the 

Internet and other media, but be advised to deal with such a proposal cautiously. 
It is still unclear what the proposed federation’s true intents and purposes are, 
and we must take every measure not to bring about confusion among Tomiki 
Aikido schools and clubs. JAA strictly keeps to Master Tomiki’s philosophical and 
technical principles and disseminates the sound applications of his techniques 
through the media….Let us be united and work for the development of an 
authentic form of Tomiki Aikido.” (Emphasis added.) 

 
Friends, if we are going to enjoy the strength, power and beauty of Tomiki Aikido, implemented 
globally as both a martial art and a sport, then we must put aside our disagreements and act for 
the long term benefit of Tomiki’s legacy.  Instead, we must embrace fairness, equality and good 
international governance.  If someone believes his aikido is superior, then let him so demonstrate 
in an objective competition. 
 
As noted above, we are establishing the WSAF so that we can enjoy the benefits of unified 
international competitions, before fair and independent judges, under a set of internationally 
agreed rules.  The WSAF will not in any way make, issue or certify promotions – that activity is 
the responsibility of the national sport aikido associations as they may determine.   The sole 
purpose of the WSAF is to run international tournaments fairly and openly.   
In summary and as you will see from the enclosed documents, the WSAF is comprised of: 
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THREE representatives to the Congress. 
2.     Executive Committee – responsible for management and leadership of WSAF, and comprised 
of up to SEVEN people elected by the Congress. 
 
In closing, we would like to offer the following observation from Tomiki Sensei himself in his 
famous article “On Jujutsu and Its Modernization” (translation copyright 1986 by Robert 
Dziubla and Fumiaki Shishida): 
 

Despite the difficulties of introducing competition, however, doing so is a most appropriate 
endeavor for professional martial arts teachers. The reason for this is not only that 
competition, by allowing us to objectively gauge our ability, gives us confidence in our 
techniques and a justified feeling of freedom from danger. It also helps us to progress in 
our own self-examination through our reflection in others, and to expand without limit our 
circle of friendship in the profound harmony of budo.  

 
The international community of Tomiki Aikido wants to have unified world competitions 
conducted fairly and openly so that we can each objectively gauge our abilities, give us 
confidence in our techniques, and expand without limit our circle of friendship in the profound 
harmony of budo. 
 
We especially welcome both JAA and Shodokan on an equal basis to join this independent 
international body and exert their leadership in a positive manner, realizing that everyone’s 
behavior will be governed by written rules of international governance and participation. 

 
/ 
/ 
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British Aikido Association  
 
By:  ______________________________   _____________________________ 
        Paul Wildish, Chairman                Bob Jones, Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
Tomiki Aikido of the Americas 
 
By:   _______________________________ 

Robert Dziubla, President & Chairman 
 
Russian Aikido Association 
 
By:   _______________________________ 
 Ilya Solonitsyn, President 
 
Georgian Competitive Aikido Association 
 
By: ________________________________ 
 Vakhtang Sikharulidze, President 
 
 
Enclosures:  WSAF foundational documents 

 Articles of Association WSAF 
 Minutes of Foundation Meeting WSAF 
 WSAF – Policy Statement 
 WSAF – Code of Conduct 
 WSAF – Membership Regulations 


